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TO THE 
Right Reverend 


FaryutR m G OD 


HENRY 


Lord Biſhop of 


LONDON. 


LIAAL 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip; 

SIE though the enſuing Diſcowſe might 
| os AYE by many more Titles juſtly be tif d. 
Os: © your Lordſhip's , yet fince it was 
preach'd and made publick under your 
Lordſhips Government , no Ptrſon 
( but your Lordſhip ) ought to be dif 


ſatisfied, that I preſume to affix the Name of ſo Great. 
a Patron, to the Dedication. 1 bad the happineſs 


( though» 


= CCI —_—_—_—___—_—_—_—_ 


The Epiſtle 


( though in a lower Sphere ) $0 be known unto your 
Lordſhip, in a Colledge where 11yd wader your light : 
T had the advantage to partake of thoſe influences 
conſtantly giſpexs'd 9nd * diff us'd; by the example of 
32ur Nobleſt Educgtion. ; I there contratted that Venera- 
tion and eſteem far your Lordſhip , which I ought al- 
wayes to preſerug_ and, acknowledge ; and not this Re- 
verence algze, but an qmbywn of being ſeeltred under 
a Name ſo 4aly Wſuſtribns put me beyond all choice, 
eng, in @ manyer deſtin'd, me to this Addreſs. 1 moſt 
huply, beg the: prageftion of your Lyydſhigs Name 
for” an Aukir newly complemented” ( againſt bis n& 
ture.) wta the Preſs, perhaps at firſt not altogether 
with his will perſwaded. into the Pulpit, If your 
Lordſhip ſhall vouchſafe ta favour me ſofar, 1 ſhall 
be encouraged to. have a better opinion. of my perfor- 
mgnices in. this kind; and 1 hops to da batter. 1may 
without. /anity. ſay, 1 have done ſoms things with 
me" accuracy and corretineſs, but there is a fate 
in Writing, 45 in; men, the ſmalley arid moſt inconſis 
derablt axe very. ofteu preferr'd ; and this is the 
fuſt knawn by my name, and the moſt early Teſtimony 
I could 


Dedicarory. 


| I comd with any tolerable excuſe ( for the occaſion ) 
' give the World of my. endeavour to expreſs my 
| ff, 

My LORD, 


Your Lord{hips molt devoted Servant, 


William Wyatt. 
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SERMON 


Preached at 


GUILD-HALL Chappel. 


iCor. VIIL 1. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity edifieth. 


HE great Apoſtle in this Epiſtle ha- 
17 EF $a bd verily nepcchaatbs and to 
| * no leſs a puniſhment than a toral 
SH excluſion ” 2 happineſs, con- 
demn'd ſome abominable irregula- 
rities in the Corinthian manners; having declar'd, 
that Drinking might be acceptable to a Grecian, bur 
could not to a Chriſtian's God ; that Avarice and 
Extortion could not purchaſe, nor Thievery break 
open Heaven ; that railings and contemnings 
would never produce the ſame effects, as Prayers 
and humiliations; much leſs, that the praQices of 
thoſe ſordid beaſtlinefſes which deſerve not a 
name among Mankind, could cyer approach thoſe 
B 


pure 


by 1 
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pure eyes, which are not. able to behold the leaſt 
miquity ; having branded, I ſay, fome bruitiſhfins 
which Cuſtome had made familiar, and.ggreat Ex- 
amples gentile, he proceeds now to! an impiety 
grounded upon, and In with their know- 
ledge ; the occaſion this : Corinth , the Metropolis 
of Hrhais, and a City ſohaughty, thr ig cohteaded 
with Rome it ſelf,” ( which was the occaſion that 
E. Memmims Immbled it to afhes ) was, as all other 
rich and populous; places, exceſſively proud, and 
to a wonder luxurious. It was the Metropolis of 
Vice, as well as the Countrey;; and grew into a 
Proverb for Sin, as well asfor Beauty and Magnifi- 
cence ; its Buildings were far more regular, than 
its Morals; and there was more Order ia their 
Palaces than in their Lives: Softneſs and Eaſe had 
expell'd all che rhoughts of the laborious exerciſes 
. of Vertue. Pleaſures were their pradtice, and Venus 
was their Deity, and yet ( asit often happens ) the 
men were ingenious, though they were wicked, 
they retained their Wit, though: they loſt their 
Vertue; they were Men intheir underſtandings, 
though they were Beaſts intheir lives, and very 
good at propoſing, though very ill at practifing, 
The beſt were better at a Supper,thana Sermon, yer 
a general neatneſs and politeneſs of Parts remain'd 
among 
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among them amidft all their Senſualities, and 
they made ſubtile Philoſophers , though impious 
men : ina word, all the world condemn'd them 
for their debaucheries, but admir'd them for their 
endowments. Their delicacies had drawn to 
them all the looſethat were learned; and there was 
alwayes among them a conflux of great Wits, as 
well asgreat Wickednefles;and this wasthe leading 
Cauſe, that they were obftinate againſt, and deaf to 
all ſober Counlels, this obſtructed all the ways and 
paſſages by which inftruQion ſhould enter , and 
their pride ſtill excluded their information. *Tis in 
vain to give direQtions of walking torhoſe who 
are already concentcd that they are in the way : 
of all Fools , the opinionated are the moſt incor- 
rigible ; 'tis a work of great difficulty to beat 
them from their holds and faſtnefſes of miſa 
prehenſion : there is a double labour with them 
( as with all wild Creatures ) they muſt be tam'd 
before they are taught : and this was the caſe of 
the Corinthians, they were the Sophi and the Firtuoſa 
of the World, and who ſhould preſume to teach 
them that were perfet? What arguments could 
win upon thoſe, who had already concluded for 
elves, who hated all retractation , who ma- 


giſterially derermin'd alwayes on their own 
B 2 fide, 
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ſide , and with as much arrogance fixed a note 
of infallibility upon their own determinations ? 
and what need of edifying to thoſe that had fi- 
niſh'd themſelves ? But St. Paul is not one of their 
irrefragable Society. He tells them, That their 
Knowledge is the Original of all their Error, that 
they may {well and boaſt as much as they. pleaſe, 
yet they are under. a grand miſtake ; and the 
faſter they run, the farther they are out of the 
way ; though through their own falſe Glaflesthey 
ſeem Giants to themſelves; yet they are but 
Puſio's and Pygmies to thoſe. that ſtand in better 
lights: all their Tumors muſt be diſcuſſed, be- 
fore they can be in Health : they may be blown 
up by Knowledge, but they muſt be edified by 
Charity ; for, Knowledge puffeth up , but Charity 
edifies. 

Which words being plain, cafie and intelligi- 
ble, we ſhall not rack them to make them ſpeak 
more than they intended. They contain two 
Affirmative Propoſitions, That Knowledge puffeth 
up, That Charity edifies men. 

I begin with the firſt; where it will be neceſſary 
to explain what Knowledge is intended in this 
place: for Knowledge may have here three ſeveral 
acceptations, 


3. If 
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1. If we look upon the words as bearing a re- 
lation tothe. preceding -; Now as touching things 
offer d to Idols, we know that all have knowledge ; then 
they import thus much, You (orinthians upon pre- 
ſumption of your great Knowledge above other 
men, eſpecially. in the - cafe of Idols, abuſe your 
libertie, and by eating meat offer'd to: Idols in 
their Temples, you give Scandal to many, and 
in that ſin-your' ſelves. You know that an Idol is 
nothing , and we allo know that an [del is nothing 
inthe World ; but you muſt take heed leſt this know- 
ledge of yours become a Stumbling: block to 
thoſe that are weak. Whilſt you pride your ſelves 
in your Knowledge, you may Offend your Bro- 
ther, and whilſt you Offend your Brother, you 
muſt diſpleaſe your God. Your opinion muſt 
not make a breach of your love ; your Know- 
ledge muſt give place to your Charity ; That 
may make you proud, but this mult make you 
happy. But 

2. If the 4% here in. the Text relates to the 
Hereſie of the Gnoſticks, conſidering that Self-ſecu- 
rity was one of the leading Principles in their 
Divinity, and thoſe Latitudinarians ' thought 
no compliance ſinful], by which. their Perſons 


were protected.; as alloitwe inquire what. My- 
ſteries 


WA 
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ſeries of Words they doted on, and what unin- 
telligible Methods of Science they purſued ; how 
much they did pride themſelves about fruitleſs 
Genealogies, perplex'd ConjunRions and Poetical 
Pedigrees ; How highly they were elated with 
the occult Philoſophies of -&#%5 ny} and true, and 
empty acrie Speculations about the Aones —— 
by which obſcure Cant and dark wayes of Expreſ- 
ſion ( as all other Enchuſiaſts) they ſet ſo bigh 
2 Value upon themſelves, that they contemn'd 
and {lighted all the reſt of mankind, looked up- 
on themſelves as the only Adept of the World , 
ſcotned and vilifed all others both in their Parts 
and perſons, and as great Monarchs in Learning 
and Religion, received Laws from none butthem- 
ſelves; I ſay, it we inquire into.chis, and conſi- 
der, that they were the only pure as well as the 
infallible, and thought their Lives Demonſtra- 
tion as well as their Doctrine, St. Paul had juſt 
reaſon to reprehend theſe vain-glorious and «tur- 
gid Scioliſts, and rodeclare; That Religion con- 
fiſted not in ſuch Knowledge; that ſcience may 
make a man vain, but natgoad ; that though they 
were Gnoſticks by name, they were Igqorants by 
their practice ; and that a little Charity cowards 
an offended Brgther was more acceptable inthe 
| cyes 
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eyes of Heaven, and more improv'da. Profeſſor of 
Chriſtian Religion, than all their Subtile Theo- 
rems or thoſe. of the Schools of the Philoſophers, 
or the poſitions of the moſt celebrated Dogmati- 
Zers. But 

3. If we look upon the words as independent 
upon thena that go before, and an intire Sentence, 
without any Relation in themſelves, then they 
evidently imply thus tauch, That Knowledge in 
its ytmoſt Latitude is very apt to make the Pro- 
feſſors of it proud and arrogant. The reaſona- 
bleneſs of which Propaſition becaulc ic contains 
very much of Truth in it, and by very great Au- 
thorsis taken to be the ſenſe of the-place, L ſhall 


cndeayous briefiyco'evince, and.chat 


1. From the Nature, 5 
and conſequently C of Mankind. 

2. From. the Practice 2 
t» There is nothing which the Nature of man 
is more carneftly defirons.of than to. be accoun- 
ted Learned ; this ambition is rooted inevery in- 
dividual, and there is no perſon {o ignorant and ſo 
dull but uſes all the Axtifices he can to ſeem. inge- 
nious. The Clown whole education hath not gr 
im 


— 
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him to the firſt particles of Words , whoſe Al- 
phabert is as unintelligible to him as Hierogly- 
phics, and 'the conjunion of Syllables as Alge- 
bra ; with what wiſdom will-he now andthen turn 
over a Book, and look profoundly upon thoſe 
Characers which make nothing but confus'd im- 
preſſions upon his Brain? He that can” read his 
own Native language will ſtill be ſpelling ar a 
foreign, and if he Maſters buttwo or three words 
of it, he takes or makes all opportunities ima- 
ginable to ſtammer them forth, and looks upon 
the parrotting out of ſome futile and contemp- 
tible Elements of ſpeech in a ftrange tongue, as 
more of.Ornament to him than 'the diſcourſing a 
whole day intelligibly and coherently in his own : 
in all companies what ſtrivings and contentions 
are there, who ſhould be accounted ſuperiour in 
readineſs of diſcourſe or ſmartneſs of Wit? one 
maintains a Paradox to be accounted of a deeper 
reach than his Neighbour,and with much violence 
the Fool tires out: the afleſiors with- attempts of 
making our his contradiCtious nonſenſe, and being 
 obſtinatero all convigion, the confus'd but irre- 
fragable creature goes away in Triumph, and is 
ſatisfed-ro himſelf that he is the Privie Counſel- 
lor of Nature; another fits gravely and ſpeaks 

; demurely 
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demurely, and very ſuperciliouſly condemns | 


and explodes all other mens Opinions, though 
he hath no foundation in himlelf to eſtabliſh 
any of his own : He that is the tendereſt in 
his [ntelleCtuals, at a meeting is ſtill racking 
and tormenting himſelf, to put out ſomerhi 

that may pleaſe; and when after all the 
heavings and throes the lictle ridiculous ſay- 
ing =_— forth , if it is not acceptable to 
the height of his expeRation, the narrow- 
ſoul'd wretch breaks out into flame and 
diſorderly paſſion, and diſturbs and raiſes the 
company , becauſe he is not reputed the 
Wilſeſt. There have been more contentious 
Braw]s and Rencounters about precedency of 
Knowledge , than that of Place : Honour 
is as tender in the Matter of Wit, as that of 
Courage ; and the Word Fool draws forth 
the Sword as ſwiftly , as that of Coward: that 
ignominious term brings wich it a Degrada- 
tion ſomething beneath the Dignity of his 
bing: it levels him to the Aff andthe Muk, 


» 


that have no underſtanding. Some men have had 
the Patience to hear their Family, but very 
few have luffer'd their Reaſon, tp ,be abus'd. 


You may with more. ſafety delpily any w_ 
C bo 
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of a mans blood, than that which is elabora- 
ted into Spirits for his Brain. Since then 
Knowledge is of ſo ineſtimable a value among 
Mottals, and of all the infinity of Pretenders 
tot, there are ſo very few that attain to an 
indifferent portion of it, certainly thofe 
who upon ſolid Principles of Reaſon are con- 
vinced, that they are able to foil and di- 
ſtance others in the contentions of Wit and 
courſes of Learning, muſt be of a miraculous 
temper, if they do not pride themlelves in 
their own ſtrength and (wifrneſs, and highly 
contemn the infirmity and ſtowneſs.of others. 
Superiority in all caſes puffs men up : He 
that is ſeated above, looks down with ſcorn 
and diſdain at thoſe at his feet; and he that 
knows moſt, makes his infolent Triumphs 
| upon the Weakneſs of another. Every man 
. without a Flatterer, hath a very great kind- 
neſs tor himſelf : Self-love is as univerſal as 
- mankind. There is no man but carries his 
, Darling about him : his own Sayings are all 
; Oracle, and his Aftions, Wonder. The Ne- 
gotiations of a Market, and a prudent Bar- 
- gain; the Intrigues of a Pariſh, and the buſi- 
neſs of- Veſtry, hath many times made o_ 
"iT loo 
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look big and ſtately over their brethren, leſs 
employ'd in ſuch grand and intricate affairs, 
made them contemn all others in their Pre- 
cins, and think themſelves the only Poli- 
tick Heads, and the fitteſt Materials ro make 
Miniſters of State. As for thoſe who are re- 
ally ſo, and deſerve that title by a natural 
acuteneſs, conſtant exerciſe in great buſineſs, 
and long obſervations of the events of cir- 
cumſtances in humane Actions: with what 
proud State and Grandeur , they rule the 
more ignorant and inferiour Officers ! How 
do. they over-look Suppliants ! What offe- 
rings muſt be paid, before you can come to 
the Grandee himſelf ! What kind of belea- 
guering there muſt be of a man! What flow 
and regular approaches muſt be made, be- 
fore you can have any hopesto take him in! 
let them enquire who are the Followers of 
Courts, and Hunters of Fortune. And 'twere 
very well, if the ill effe&s of Knowledge did 
not appear any where elſe. True it ys, that 
knowledge puffs-men up, as well as riches : 
without them it can make a man proud, bur 
in conjunction with-them, it is commonly 


iolufferable. 
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We come now to ſpeak ſomething to the 
Practice of men in this particular : and, 

1. We ſhall ſpeak of the Antient Philoſo- 
phers. And, 

2. Of ſome ſince Chriſtianity began. And, 

1. If we Jook among the Ancient Philoſo- 
phers, with what ſtrange dogmaticalneſs did 
they lay down all their Potions ! How im- 
perious were they in their Concluſions ! How 
earneſtly did -they endeavour to tye down 
Mans free Reaſon to their narrow Princi- 
ples } and aſpire to a Dominion over mens 
louls, more eagerly than the worſt of Tyrancs 
ever did over that of their bodies! They 
gave another interpretation to 999%: cvarrts | 
and improv'd it into ſelf-conceit and arro- 
gance. How did they plume up , art (well 
themſelves upon every little invention ! Nay, 
their pride s wa tranſported them into 
fooliſh, and ſometimes into Tragical At- 
tempts. If Pythagoras hit luckily upon the ſo- 
lution of a Problem , as if the World were 
made by it for ever happy , an Hecatomb 
falls for ſacrifice, not ſo much in Gratitude 
to the Gods, as to raiſe a Value upon the 
Warth of the Inventor. An unexpected Acci- 
= dent, 


A ttt. A ee. —_—— 


em 


at. Guiv-Hair ( happel. 


pn” WIEEg 


dent, and the glory of lighting upon it, makes 
Archimedes run naked , bawling out his ies 
through the ſtreets; and his Knowledge de- 
veſts him of his Shame, But thele are things 
which perhaps may be ſubjedts of mirth, and 
might pleaſe in Comaedy.' But when an Em: 
pedocles ſhall hurl. himſelf into the flames of 


Ztna , becauſe he cannor explore the cauſes 


from whence proceed thoſe Fountains of 
Burnings , and inexhauſtible ſources of Sul- 
phur: or when the great Ariſtotle himſelf, (1 
tpeak according to Juſtin Martyy ; for Dis 
genes Laertius and Dion. Halicar. give another 
account ) ſhall tumble himſelf into the Sea, 
becauſe his mind is not vaſter than that, and 
cannot comprehend the Nature of it; we 
ought to deplore that inſufferable Pride which 
an inquiſition into the Nature of things brings 
along with ir, which drives men into ſuch 
deſperate Attempts, that they endeavour to be 
nothing , nv they cannot be Gods. In- 
numerable almoſt. are the Inſtances of this 


nature which might be produced : inſomuch, 
that if a true account could be taken , as the 


Vanity. of. Sciences might make one of the 
beſt, lo the Pride of.the Scioliſts would make 


One. 
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one of the moſt Voluminous Books of the 
world. What made thoſe Numerous Setts 
and Diviſions amongſt them ? What cauſe can 
be aſlign'd of their being minc'd into ſeveral 
Factions and Conventicles, bur only Pride, oc- 
caſion'd by an opinion of Excellency in Know- 
ledge ? This form'd them into different Claſles 
and Congregations ; made them wear di- 
ſtinctive beards and habits; every one had a 
badge of his Order, and look'd very oddly 
upon any one that wore not the {ame Cha- 
racter. Their Principles and their DiCtates 
teem alwayes to be fram'd, rather to oppoſe, 
than to eſtabliſh; and they are not lo eager 
in ſearching after truth, as in ſerving their 


Hypotheſis. Nay, when ſomerimes an ordi-. 


nary Reconciliator might eaſily have made 
them ſpeak the lame things ; and perhaps 
there might be ſomething of Truth in both ; 
yet they were ſtill obſtinate in not underſtand- 
ing one another , ſtil] perplex'd the matter 
with abſtruſe SubtiJries and nice Speculations, 
with new coin'd words and phraſes, which 
were lure to keep them at diſtance enough ; 
and they dar'd do any thing, rather than 
heuken to an accommodation ; leſt che firſt 


Propoler 


- 
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Propoſer ſhould be thought to give up the 
caule ro his imagin'd adverſary. Thus the 
maintaining a Party , ſtill kept up quarrels 
and diſſentions among them, and their whole 
Lives was nothing elle but a ſtate of War : 
no Rivals in Empire or Love ever more mor- 
tally hated one another, than the Stoick did 
the Epicurean, or the Cynic all ; they flew from 
one another , as men do from a Plague, 
thought one anothers Breath contagious ; 
and there was not more difference in their 
Do&trines, than in their Diſpoſitions. The 
Stoick was a Creature of Paradoxes, a'very 
formal piece of Hypocriſie : He was ex- 
adctly the Phariſee of Greece; his pace was ſo- 
lemn, and the longer was his beard , the 
more he preſum'd was in hs head: he had 
kept all the commandments of Virtue , or 
rather commanded Virtue from his Youth: 
he had odd Expoſitions on the Laws of Mo- 
rality and Nature; he talk'd of nothing bur 
high rants of her ; and his diſcourſe” was 
{till of perfection : he thank'd the Gods, that 
he was not like other men; for he was not 
only not guilty of all Vice, bur of all Paſſ- 
ons. He was feared forlooth. above all 


thoſe. 
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thoſe Storms and Tempeſts that rowl in the 


breaſt of Humane Nature : and yet after all 
this extravagant boaſting, there was ſo much 


turpirude found in the lives of moſt of his 
Sect, that by ſome more civil, though nor 
ſo ſupercilious men , they paſled into con- 
rempt and a Proverb, The Epicurean ( or at 
leaſt, Fpicurus himſelf ) was frugal, ſober and 
remperate enough ; but chen having gayer 
Principles, was a man of more refin'd con- 
verlation: his Brow was not contracted in- 
ro Wrinkles, nor his Mind into Moroſeneſs : 
there was an even ſtilnels in his life, like that of 
Nature in the World, whole operations he beſt 
made out, and whole beauties he contempla- 
red. Bur thus they lived with diffcrent man- 
ners and irreconcileable Opinions ; wrote 
much of Friendſhip, but practis'd none ; con- 
demn'd pride in their Books, and made ir 
Canonical by their Examples. Nay, if ever 
Fortune brought them to a conference, their 
paſſion ſtill quite extinguiſh'd cheir reaſon , 
their Diſputes ended in Reproaches : and thar 
might very well be, if it 15 true asone ſayes, 
Gu autem unquam ex Philoſophis Virtutem propter 
ſe expetendam maxime contenderunt , tantd arrogans 

tia 
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tra flats fuerunt » Wt appareat non ob aliud Virtue 
tem expetuſſe quam ut ſuperbiendi haberent mas 
teriam. 

I paſs now to the times of Chriſtianity : and 
here we find Antichriſt working in the ve- 
ry dawn of it. The pride of the Gnoſtick 
made the firſt Hereſie ; and the plainnels 
and ſimplicity of the Goſpel, was that which 
made the eſteem'd learned World oppoſe ir. 
In all Ages ambition or ſelf-conceitedne(s 
hath rais'd perſecutions , and fram'd ,diviſi- 
ons: a Julian, a Lucian, or an Hhierocles, were 
men too gallant intheir own opinion to ſtoop 
to the dictates of Fiſhermen : the Maſter's be- 
ing crucified, was one great cauſe that his 
Docrines were not received : and thoſe 
which for ſo many years had been poring 
after, and tracing Cabbaliſtick myſteries in Phi- 
loſophy, mighcily deſpis'd that more great one 
of Godlineſs; and ſought both by their ſwords 
and pens to eradicate that Religion, which 
fill grew the faſter for its members being 
prun'd. For the Sword did rather prune, 
than root out ; and ſtill new Armies aroſe 
from the {lain : there was a kind of ſeminal 
principle in che primitive Chriſtians Blood ; 
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and their very graves were prolifique; ſo 
that after ſo many Volumes of Satyrs, ſevere 
Edits and mercilels proſcriptions , it was 
confe(s'd , that Chriſtianiſm was no more te 
be expell'd the World, than Light. When the 
greateſt Fences and Banks were thrown up 
againit ir, ir ſtill inſenſibly gain'd upon them, 
and at laſt like an uncontrollable Sea over- 
whelm'd all oppoſitions , carried all things 
along with it in the inundation; and againſt 
all the trifling Machinations of weak, but 
malicious Humane Nature, prov'd it felt the 
Child of Heaven, the Salvation of Mankind, 
and the Ruine of its Oppoſers. *Tis an Ars 
rius or a Socinus that makes the deepeſt wounds 
in Communion : that is, men elated with a 
ſtrange opinion of their own worth , whoſe 


knowledge hath ſcrew'd them up to the ven- 


turing upon nice points and ſubtil Argumen- 
tations : and rather than think with the 
Vulgar, they will blaſpheme the Nature they 
cannot comprehend; involve the World into 
eternal diſputes, and themſelves into as du- 
rable miſeries, a Scaligers «vraris ( though in 
ir ſelf nogreat matter) puffs him up into a 
whole period of Commendation of himſelf, 

and 
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and indeed the whole race of Criticks had a 
particular paſſion for themſelves : his Son 
contemn'd mankind , and Schiopp;us him : 
Lipfius more often comments in praiſe of him- 
ſelf, than his Author : and Salmaſius rather 
than be thought to be confuted , flyes into 
the face of that moſt Venerable and Sacred 
perſon Dr. Hammond , whoſe almoſt only 
knowledge not puft'd him up, and ſcurtiloul- 
ly affronts him with the meaneſt of Wir, ill 
language ; whoſe Name ſhall flouriſh, and 
piety be reverd , when whole Armies of the 
little lawcy Grammarians ſhall rot into for- 
getfulneſs, and lye unregarded buried in Duſt 
| andOblivion. It would be too great an injury 
to your patience , and no very pleaſant la- 
bour to my ſelf, to preſent you with all the 
dirt and filth interſpers'd in Authors famous 
enough for Learning , and as infamous for 
the concomitant of ir, Pride. How man 
Volumes are there in the World, whoſe ſub- 
je& is lictle elſe but breach of Charity ? How 
many great Authors Ink makes nothing but 
blots upon anothers name ? and endeavours 
to ſend them down foul to poſterity > How 
few Replications are there, which carry not 
D2 poylon 
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poyſon in them to the Reputation of the An- 
{wer'd? From all which inſtances and acti- 
ons, we may very well gather, that knowledge 
is commonly a troubleſome thing to others, 
and of a fermenting nature in the perſon tha 
poſſeſſes it; and however it may aggrandize 
2 man as to himlelf,yert really his fwelling is his 
diſeaſe; and he may be puft'd up by Know- 
ledge, but *tis Charity that edifhes , the next 
thing briefly to be conliderd. And here 
ſhould 1 ſpeak of Charity in its full extent and 
Latitude, I might include in it all the Duties 
of Chriſtian Religion. I intend to ſpeak of ir 
briefly : and 1. In General] : 2. Inparticular, as 
it relates to private perſons or Societies. 

1. In General. And as ſo, 'tis the noble 
and the ſweeteſt of Graces : Charity is the 
Chriſtian Name for Love : by this 1 have a 
kindneſs and reſpect for all mankind; and the 
bounds of my Charity extend as far as thoſe 
of the Sun : by this I pity the poor Indian, Per- 
fian, or Turk that dyes in torments by the too 
{evere ſentence of a mercileſs Governour , and 
| could wiſh, there were no Tyrants in the 
World, thoughl live out of the reach of their 
long hands , am far enough disjoyn'd from the 
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injuſtice of their commands, and the ſeverity of 
their rage:my good wiſhes reach as far,and my 
prayers enlarge themlelves to the extenſion of 
the Univerſe, By Charity and mutual Love, 
by what firm bands might Societies be joyn'd ? 
*twould bring down the converſation of Hea- 
ven upon Earth, and plant a conſtant Peace 
and Serenity here, in ſome degree like thar 
which the bleſſed enjoy above. Friendſhip 


( which is one of the moſt beautiful things in 


the World) is but Charity contracted :. and. 


though the rayes may burn fiercer, yer they 
loſe the glories of expanſion and Sfadive. 
nels. Charity veils over the fault of an of- 
fending Brother , and hath mercy. upon. fail- 
ings and infirmities ; becaule it ——— that 
Error ſticks as cloſe to man,, as his Nature. 
*'Tis the Devils property ,. to be Malicious ; 
and his moſt glorious appellation is, that of 
Accuſer. In all that incomparable Encomi- 
um of Charity in the 13 ro the Corinthians ; 
there can nothing be ſaid of ir greater, than 
that Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind, and, bears 
eth all. things, There is ſomething looks di- 
vine in pardoning : and 'tis an attribute of 
the Deity, to be long:/uffering. Charity then 
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lifts us near to Heaven, and aſlimilates us to 
that-God, who is infinite in forbearing, In 
a word, 'tis Charity that may make us happy 
here, and muſt crown us hereafter. Let then 
the fooliſh Pretenders to the Wiſdom of this 
World, grow as big as they pleaſe with 
whimſical Notions of Globules, Vortices and 
Atoms, let them dote on a Diagram, and be 
never {o deeply immers'd in Number, let 
them have the tongue of men and Angels, if they 
have not Charity, they are in the Apoſtles phraſe, 
as ſounding braſs , and the tinkling cymbal: things 
of more noiſe, than uſe : which ſhine, per- 
haps, but have not any great Reputation for 
ſolid Worth. *Tis Charity, and not great 
Words and phantaſtick Hypotheſes, that muſt 
ſet a luſtre upon all our aftions. Heaven is 
notto be gain'd by proud looks and arrogant 
{uppoſitions ; but by a conſtant Tenour of 
bounrifulneſs in our Lives, and integrity in our 
Acions. He much miſtakes his Creation , 
that thinks, he was made for no other End, 
than to reflect upon , and admire, and careſs 
himſelf. That new commandment of loving one 
ansther, muſt be ſedulouſly obey'd : the ema- 
nations of Good, muſt conli ntly ſtream forth 


to 
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to our Neighbour, and we cannot any way 
attain to our own happineſs, unleſs we be 
tender of his. The way of Charity is an caſte 
and a noble way to bleſledneſs. 

Since then Charity is ſo highly accepted of 
Heaven, and ſo beneficial to.Men, how great 
and glorious is it in thoſe which endeavour the 
propagation of it to Numbers? place it be- 
yond the narrow confines of an Houſhold 
and as much as in them lyes, ſtrive to dilate 
its Empire, and make it coextenſive to Na- 
ture ? Now though this Univerſal Charity is 
every mans duty, yet there is another Particu- 
lar, the Second thing to be conſider'd ; for 
fince *tis impoſſible this Univerſal ſhould have 
any real effe& over all the World, thatis, I 


may love all men, but cannot be acquainted. 


with,or at hand to help them; therefore men al- 


ways though they donor bound, yet they more 


evidence their Charity according to Relations 
or Conjun&ions, which ariſe either from 
Blood, Society or Converſe: and indeed eve- 
Pl Man ( without any injury to Religion) is 
0 


much Lord of his own Charity., as to- 


choole the chiefeſt objeof it. *Tis true, that 
I muſt love my Neighbour, and every man 
is 
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is ſo, but certainly without offence , I ma 

more encline to him, by whoſe Wiſdom I am 
inſtructed, or by whole Bounty ſupported, I 
may ſele&thim for my Companion before ano- 


ther, who belt ſuites with my humour, provi- 


ded it be not vicious; and the Benefits or in- 
nocent Gayneſles of Life, are Cauſes enough 
for preference in Election. I know there are 
ſome Men of more Envy, than Wit or Wiſdom, 
that eſteem ſuch Meetings and Feaſts of Cha- 
rity, as thele we this day celebrate, as the ef- 
fects of Pride, and the Parents of Separation in 
a Community ; thatthink Men by thus doing, 
eſteem much better of themſelves, than of 
others; and ſuppoſe they make a League 
againſt all others, whilſt they make one of 
Friendſhip among themſelves ; and what is 
only Concord, they name Conſpiracy. But 
let ſuch men know, that whilſt they pretend a 
Breach of Charity in others, they make an 
extreamly wide one themſelves; and for want 
of line to ſound the true depth of things, like 
all Zealots, they grow Malicious, whilſt they 
would approve themlelves Inſtruters. Bur 
we are not at this time more bound to ſatisfie 
their ignorance, than to love it : Certainly 
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there cannot be any more Natural Cauſe 
for. the uniting Men into the Conjunctions of 
Love and Charity, than a Similitude in Edu- 
cation *. the ſames Rules and Principles pro- 
duce moſt- commonly the ſame Manners, and 
in ſpice of Buſineſs and all the other avocations 
of humane life, ſomething will remain of what 
was formerly imbib'd. We lee men. of the 
greateſt Buſineſs, Wiſdom and Grandeur till. 


recollefing what they. acted in their firſt days, . 


and then bringing in ſome Perſon, whoſe Fami- 
liarity then, was perhaps the Greateſt, Cauſe 
of a Friendſhip now. If then Likeneſs and 
Congruity 'may be admitted to be the Cauſes 
of Friendſhip and. Love ; - and fimilitude of 
Education isthe moſt apt to produce that, we 
have all the reaſon in_the- World - firmly to 
link our ſelves into. a Society, . whoſe firſt 
meeting. together., . ſprang from fo great a 
Cauſe, and hath ſince produc'd ſo good effects 
of Friendſhip. I know there are. tome indeed 
whole neither Wit or-Manners could. ever 
prove that they had been in a School, who. are 
alwayes traducing, not only the. Method , but 


the Authors of their education: and of ſuch, 


the next ſubje&t will be their Parents, and the. 
E N8Xt. . 
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next their God : But certainly all ſober men 
muft acknowledge, that they deſerve exceed- 
ingly well of the Publick, that can make them- 


ſelves ſo miſerable, as to labour in the inſtru- 


Rion of Youth: the Toil is theirs, though the 


fruit be Ours : And yer let the beſt Man here 


fink into himſelf , and he will ſoon confeſs, 


that if he had followed ftrialy thoſe Princi- 


y_ he brought with him from School, he had 


cen much a better Chriſtian, though nor per- 
haps a Richer Man than he iz. *Tis not the 
fault of a Seneca, but of Nero himſelf, that he 


proves wicked. Let us all labour to live af- 
. ror the practical Principles, at leaſt, which 
-were inftill'd into us within thoſe Walls, and 


make that place henceforward as immortal by 
our Piety, as ſome have done already by their 
Learned Parts. Let us imitate the a&tion of 


the great Apoſtle in this day; and if any 


Man hath been a Perſecutor of his Saviour ( as 


every Sinner is ) the greater his Malice hath 
prov'd, the ſooner Jet him return, and appear 
the more faithful Servant to his abuſed Lord. 
Let our Charity to one another encreale, as 
'the Years grow more numerous upon us; and 
in this innocent Cuſtom continue, till Years 


ſhall 
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ſhall looſe themſelves into Eternity : other 
Actions perhaps may proclaim us Great , bur 
this will declare us Good. Let others upon very 
range Principles ( as much as they pleaſe) 
think Rebellion Meritorious, and Murder 
Lawful; Canonize the Authors of Diſcord, 
and make Traytors Saints : but let us ſhew 
our ſelves Chriſtians by thoſe Nobler ways of 
Unity, Concord, Peace and Love, and then 
our Great Maſter ( who was himſelf. the 
Miracle of Charity ) will lead us into thoſe 
Serene and Bleſſed Places, where Love reigns 
in its full perfetion, and a conſtant Unity 
and Concord makes Heaven. Ler us put up 
our Prayers then to Almighty God, that He 
would continue in us this Gift of Charity, 
the very Bond of Peace ; that in helping, 
ſuſtaining and doing Kindneſles one for another 
here, we may lye down in the Arms of the 
Eternal Love hereafter. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son , and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſ{crib'd as is moſt due, 
all Glory, Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion now and for ever. 

The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


